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Editor’s note 

Welcome to 2021 and we must hope that it is better year than 2020 in so many ways.  It was naïve of me to 

think that this would be a short issue, being a round-up of the “quiet” period of the year , which in itself was 

quiet!  However, you will find that there has been much background activity with plenty to inform and, I hope, 

entertain you. 
 

Earlier this month the government announced that permission would be given for the limited use of 

neonicotinoid seed treatment; Margaret Wilson, Anne Rowberry and Pam Hunter of the BBKA have written a 

letter on the matter.   
 

The Dorset BKA council met in early January and inter-alia made arrangements for the AGM in March, while Liz 

Rescorla, our hard-working county secretary, has written comprehensive notes on a meeting of the South West 

Beekeepers Forum and also on a talk on honey adulteration, given at the Devon BKA AGM.   
 

Branches report on how they have coped with a lack of physical meetings, and amongst the reports you will see 

that we have said “good-bye” to Blandford & Sturminster BKA and “hello to “North Dorset BKA”.  Gordon Grant, 

the apiary manager there, suggests a way of weighing hives to obtain a more accurate assessment of the level of 

stores than can be obtained by hefting. 
 

It is never too late to learn and there are still several weeks of long, dark evenings ahead before spring arrives 

and the bees serious attention again.  Books and videos still offer focussed learning, while Zoom lectures are all 

the rage.   A number of all three forms of learning and entertainment that you can enjoy at home, without 

having to venture out on a cold dark night, are summarised  from p. 21 onwards.  The seminar list is regularly 

updated on the Dorset BKA website (http://dorsetbka.com/dates-for-your-diary)  and so  it is worth checking 

regularly to see what has been added. 
 

Perceptive and curious readers will wonder why this issue is not colour-themed as has been done for the past 

three years with the annual queen-marking colour — the answer is simply that this year’s colour WHITE is 

difficult to show in a simple magazine such as this!  Therefore, in 2021 I will use a variety of colours in the hope 

of making the publication more interesting to readers! 
 

Enjoy 
 

Tim Villiers 
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Chairwoman’s chatter 

We have not had much opportunity to run hands-on courses this year.  This means there are a large number of 

people waiting to join a course, as well as a number who may have started a course but did not finish it, or were 

left to struggle on by themselves. What is going to happen  in 2021 is hard to tell. We would hope that by April 

some of the restrictions we have been living with will have been lifted and that we can get back to beekeeping 

courses as we know them. Apart from running courses by Zoom  I can see we may have to wait until well into the 

season  before we can get going. 

What about mentors? Some associations link beginners up with mentors who live in the area. I wonder what the 

experiences of these people are? Have the new beekeepers kept in touch with their mentors for help  in dealing  

with their problems? My experience of mentors is very mixed. The ideal mentor is a good beekeeper who 

understands bees and understands the needs of new beekeepers and is ready to give practical advice or help. The 

next layer of mentor is someone who has kept bees for a long time but has really not changed how or what he/

she  does over time and still makes the same mistakes.  Finally the worst type of mentor is someone who sees the 

learner as a useful pair of hands and makes no attempt to teach anything, but appears to promise something in 

the future. It is important that we make sure all our new beekeepers are given the sort of help the ideal mentor 

can offer. This means their attitude to bees and their welfare is good and we have a community of beekeepers 

who support each other however long they have been keeping bees.  

Lesley Gasson 
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Dorset BKA 

From the Hon Secretary’s desk 

Council meeting 
The Council met on Saturday 9 January for a virtual meeting which was extremely well attended, with all branch associations 
represented.  A warm welcome to Mike Jury and Deborah Childs, West Dorset BKA and to Karen Cadman, East Dorset BKA. 

 The following business was conducted: 

• approval of the minutes of the meeting held on 16 September 2020 

• receipt of reports from the County Treasurer and the Membership Secretary 

• consideration of arrangements for the Dorset BKA AGM, which will be held via Zoom on 21 March 2021 – see separate 
notice in this issue of HoneyCraft on pp 4-5. 

• review of matters relating to the South West Beekeepers’ Forum: a report of the meeting held 1 December 2020, is 
published in this issue of HoneyCraft on pp 7-9.; approval in principle of payment of annual subscription of £50; confirmation 
that the issue of honey adulteration is to be considered at the next SWBKF meeting in February 2021 – and see separate notes 
of a talk on this subject given at Devon BKA AGM in this issue of HoneyCraft on pp 17-18. 

• notification from Blandford and Sturminster BKA of proposed change of name to North Dorset BKA and change of status 
to Charitable Incorporated Organisation** 

• BBKA Matters: the BBKA ADM will be held on 16 January 2021 via Zoom; Dorset Delegate to the ADM is Lesley Gasson, 
with Liz Rescorla, Stephen Potts and Ben Benjamin as reserve delegate/observers [information on the ADM, including agenda 
and nominations/propositions, is available on the BBKA website.  The BBKA is proposing a capitation increase to help reduce a 
projected budget deficit; if approved the increase would take effect from April 2022]: proposed changes to modular exams in 
2021 – see separate notes in this issue of HoneyCraft on p 21. 

Meetings will continue to be held on Zoom for the foreseeable future; dates have been set for Council meetings in May and 

September 2021 and January 2022 

Liz Rescorla 

Dorset BKA Annual General Meeting 2021  
 

The Dorset Beekeepers’ Association (DBKA) Annual General Meeting will be held on Zoom  
on the  

21 March 2021 at 2.00 pm.   
 

All members are invited to the AGM. 
 
The agenda is shown on p.5 and will be posted on the county website.  Reports will be circulated in advance of the 
AGM. 
 

Proposals for agenda items and nominations for election to DBKA County Officer posts should be forwarded in 
writing to the County Secretary Liz Rescorla winkyozz@uwclub.net no later than Friday 5 March 2021.  Anyone 
making a nomination should seek the nominee’s prior agreement.  
 

 
Those who wish to attend or send apologies will be able to pre-register through the DBKA website; information will 

be sent out nearer the time.  Those who register will then be sent the Zoom link before the meeting. 
 

mailto:winkyozz@uwclub.net
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DORSET BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

NOTIFICATION OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING (MEMBERS ONLY)  
SUNDAY 21 MARCH 2021 AT 2.00 PM  

virtual meeting on Zoom 
 

To consider the business on the following agenda: 
1.  Apologies for absence 
2.  Minutes of the previous AGM 8 March 2020 
3.  Matters arising 
4.  Council reports:  County Secretary; County Treasurer 
5.  Adoption of Audited Accounts 
6.  County Capitation Fee 
7.  Election of Officers and Others:  all elected members are eligible for re-election and all have 

indicated a willingness to stand again with the exception of the Treasurer; this does not preclude 
any other nominations 

 

 
 

8.  Any Other Business 
9.  Hambro Cup 

 

Nominations for elected positions should be sent to the County Secretary, Liz Rescorla 
winkyozz@uwclub.net by Friday 5 March 2021  (Nominations should include the name of the nominee, 
the post for which they have been nominated, and the names of the proposer and seconder as well as 
confirmation that the nominee accepts the nomination) 

Role Current holder Willing to stand 

President R Norman R Norman 

Vice Presidents Ken Bishop 

Mervyn Bown 

Chris Slade 

  

Chairman L Gasson L Gasson 

Vice Chair T Ford T Ford 

Secretary L Rescorla L Rescorla 

Treasurer R Camping J Nalty 

Education Officer G Buckland G Buckland 

Exam Secretary T Payne T Payne 

Membership Sec R Benjamin R Benjamin 

HoneyCraft Editor T Villiers T Villiers 

Website Manager S Potts S Potts 

AHAT Coordinator M White M White 

Accounts  
Examiner 

M Clarke Proposed:  
M Clarke 

SWBKF Represent-
atives 

R Benjamin,  
S Potts,  
L Rescorla 

R Benjamin,  
S Potts,  
L Rescorla 

BeeCraft Trustees G Buckland,  
R Camping,  
L Rescorla 

G Buckland,  
R Camping,  
L Rescorla 

mailto:winkyozz@uwclub.net
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A letter from the BBKA  

on neonicotinoid seed treatment 
From: 

Margaret Wilson – President BBKA  

Anne Rowberry – Chair BBKA  

Pam Hunter – Manager Research, technical and Environmental, BBKA  

Beekeepers will no doubt have seen the news that the Government announce the Emergency 
Authorisation (derogation) for the limited use of the neonicotinoid seed treatment – 
thiomethoxam (Cruiser SB) for sugar beet for 2021.  

The major points in their announcement are as follows:  

___________________________________  

The advice of the Health and Safety Executive (HSE), the UK Expert Committee on Pesticides 
(ECP), and Defra’s Chief Scientific Adviser on the application was put to Defra Ministers. Based 
on the information provided, the Secretary of State considers the application meets the 
requirements for an emergency authorisation and has therefore decided that authorisation 
should be granted, subject to a number of conditions.  

An emergency authorisation for the short-term use of a product (and placing on the market for 
no more than 120 days) may be granted if the following requirements are met:  

• the authorisation appears necessary because of a danger which cannot be contained by any 
other reasonable means (the case for need)  

• use of the product will be limited and controlled  

• there are special circumstances  

Emergency authorisations are a derogation from the normal requirements of pesticide 
authorisation. However, if the above requirements are met then the benefit of granting an 
emergency authorisation must be balanced against the potential harm from the proposed use of 
the product, taking into account the proposed conditions. Therefore, the potential risks to 
people, animals and the environment remain a key part of the evidence that needs to be 
considered.  

The neonicotinoid seed treatment provides important protection to the emerging crop against 
insect pests and the viruses they can transmit. This protection cannot be provided by any other 
reasonable means. Sugar beet yields were significantly reduced in the 2020 season due to the 
incidence of virus, and similar conditions in 2021 would be likely to present similar dangers.  

The applicant proposed a reduced application rate for the seed treatment to deliver less of the 
product to the soil. In addition, the applicant proposed use of a virus forecasting model to 
determine whether treatment is needed, setting a threshold for the level of virus infection 
above which economic impacts would be incurred. If this threshold is not met the seed will not 
be treated. Sugar beet cultivation in England is also spatially restricted by proximity to 1 of 4 
beet processing factories situated in the east of England. All UK sugar beet is grown under 
commercial contracting arrangements, and this is considered to provide an effective mechanism 
for controlling the distribution and use of the treated seed. To address the requirement to 
control use, the applicant proposed a stewardship scheme which includes several measures to 
address risks to pollinating insects, underpinned by industry commercial contracting  

arrangements.  
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The applicant outlined a plan for developing alternative, sustainable approaches to protect crops 
without the use of neonicotinoid seed treatments. This includes the development of resistant plant 
varieties, measures to improve seed germination and new practices for growers. The plan is already 
being delivered. The plan is considered to provide a good basis to confirm that alternative, 
permanent solutions to neonicotinoid seed treatments for sugar beet are being sought as a matter 
of priority. The plan anticipates that applications for emergency authorisations for neonicotinoid 
seed treatments may be needed for three years (2021 to 2023). Any future applications will be 
fully assessed against the regulatory framework for emergency authorisations.  

Risks to bees  

Sugar beet is a non-flowering crop and the risks to bees from the sugar beet crop itself were 
assessed to be acceptable. The applicant recognised that risks could be posed to bees from 
flowering weeds in and around the crop and proposed to address this with the use of industry-
recommended herbicide programmes to minimise the number of flowering weeds in treated sugar 
beet crops. This was considered to be acceptable. The applicant recognised that the persistence 
and mobility of neonicotinoids in soils could result in residues with the potential to cause 
unacceptable effects to bees in following crops. Measures were proposed to mitigate the 
identified risks through the exclusion of flowering crops in subsequent cultivations.  

The Secretary of State is satisfied there is sufficient evidence to indicate that residues of 
thiomethoxam and its metabolite deteriorate over time, and that with mitigation measures in place 
the risks are considered to be acceptably low enough that the benefits outweigh them. Conditions 
are attached to the emergency authorisation to ensure that no flowering crops are planted as 
following crops for a period of at least 22 months, with an extended period of exclusion for 
oilseed rape (of 32 months), to minimise the risk to bees.  

The authorisation is for the use of Syngenta’s Cruiser SB on sugar beet only and covers use in 
2021 in England only. Conditions are attached to the emergency authorisation to ensure that, if 
the threshold for virus levels is reached and it becomes necessary to treat seeds, use of the 
product will be limited and controlled and any potential risks to pollinators will be mitigated to an 
acceptable level. In particular, the application rate of the product will be below the normal 
commercial rate; no flowering crop is to be planted within 22 months of the sugar beet crop, and 
no oilseed rape crop is to be planted within 32 months. Industry-recommended herbicide 
programmes will be followed to limit flowering weeds in and around sugar beet crops. The applicant 
will be required to limit the sowing rate of treated seeds to achieve no greater than the normal 
commercial plant population, and to develop and implement their proposed programme to monitor 
soils and plants following use of the treated seed.  

_________________________________  

The BBKA is extremely disappointed and concerned at this derogation. It is to be hoped that the 
mitigation steps mentioned are followed carefully, including a reduced rate of application of 
thiomethoxam. Increased uses of herbicides to reduce flowering weeds, however, we regard as 
having potentially damaging effects on the environment generally. It is particularly concerning that 
this derogation may continue for two more years. It is to be hoped that any such decision is 
discussed more fully especially since the farming press in the autumn did not indicate any more 
dramatic effects on the crop in 2020 when compared with a range of other crops all struggling 
with an exceptionally difficult year from problematic weather conditions.  

There is a draft National Action Plan for the Sustainable Use of Pesticides which is open for 
public consultation. We would urge you all to read this and comment on the document as soon as 
possible. (An example is P.21 Q2 which asks about increasing transparency for informing decisions).  

https://consult.defra.gov.uk/pesticides-future-strategy/sustainable-use-of-pesticides-national- 

 



9 

 SOUTH WEST BEEKEEPERS’ FORUM  - 1 December 2020  

MEETING NOTES (meeting conducted on Zoom)  

Update from Peter Kennedy on the Asian Hornet projects  

Work planned for 2020 had included:  

• field work in SW France  

• continuation of work on radio tracking, including tracking of the Asian hornet earlier in the year than 

previously attempted  

• the use of NanoPin tags (purchased with SWBKF members’ support)  

• running training workshops and collecting nests for sampling  

Much of this work had to be postponed due to Covid-19. By working on Jersey it was possible to continue with:  

• refresher training for local government officials and volunteers  

• radio tracking of hornets  

• creating training videos and developing on-line training  

It was not possible to use the NanoPin tags in Jersey until August 2020, and most work with the tags has been 

postponed to 2021. It was found that the tags have a detection range of c 600 metres (open, flat ground), and 

that at 0.25g a tagged Asian hornet is able to fly well.  

Asian hornets tend to remove tags by grooming, and they may be found inside or just outside nests. Some can 

be reused, depending on how long they have been ‘live’; NanoPins can be active for 2 – 3 weeks.  

NanoPin tags were used to track Vespa mandarinia Giant Asian hornets in the US during 2020 and a nest was 

found as a result of the use of radio telemetry.  

Work is ongoing to explore technological advances with both rigid and flexible antennae and with telescopic 

extension poles.  

Radio telemetry training including manuals and videos is being developed, with interest/involvement from 

Jersey, Switzerland, Hamburg, France, the USA and Belgium.  

Work is also ongoing to use Asian hornet larvae samples to inform on breadth of prey; larvae have been 

collected from nests in Jersey (24 nests) and France (26 nests).  

Analysis of flesh pellets collected by Asian hornets has given some data in respect of range of prey, but a large 

number of pellets are needed and only hard bodied insects provide recognisable data; DNA analysis would 

provide better data and work is ongoing in this area. Whilst it is generally accepted that honey bees comprise 

30 – 60% of the diet of Asian hornets, there is little information so far on the effects of predation on population 

dynamics of other species, and work on this is being planned.  

A project involving video analysis of predator/pollinator behaviour at flowering ivy in France had to be 

postponed due to the Covid-19 pandemic.  

In respect of the Atlantic Positive project: an International Congress is planned for November 2021, which will 

probably be an online event, and online educational events will be organised over the next 18 months.  

Mark Hoult, Cornwall BKA, reported his observation during the summer of 2020 that wasps had been 

apparently reluctant to attack two colonies where the entrances of the hives faced each other. There was some 

discussion as to whether this could be a potential strategy for Asian hornet management. Peter Kennedy 

undertook to report this observation to colleagues. It was noted that a tendency to defensive behaviour is not 
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always proportionate to colony size, and Peter Kennedy suggested that rather than breeding for gentleness, 

beekeepers may need to consider the ‘trade-off’ between ease of management, and the capacity of a colony to 

defend itself.  

Peter Kennedy thanked the SWBKF for its interest and support.  

Appointment of next SWBKF Chairman  

Following Bournemouth and Dorset South BKA, the next Association on the rota is Devon BKA. Peter Darley has 

therefore completed his term as Chairman of SWBKF and the next Chairman will be Tony Lindsell, Devon BKA. 

Devon will review the situation after one year with a view to Chris Smith, also from Devon BKA, taking over from 

Tony Lindsell at that point.  

Minutes of SWBKF meeting held 11 February 2020  

Minutes were approved. It was noted by Treasurer Ben Benjamin that  

• subscription invoices will need to be raised for 2021  

• a cash incentive of around £1,000 has been offered to move the bank account from the current bank (Nat 

West) to another bank; this appears to be connected to bank monopolies. It was agreed that the Treasurer 

will investigate this further and report back to SWBKF before taking any action  

 

Minutes of SWBKF meeting held 18 August 2020  

Minutes were approved.  

In respect of a discussion at the meeting about the compulsory registration of beekeepers being a possible 

proposition at a future ADM, Mark Hoult (Cornwall BKA) advised that he had contacted the editor of the 

Beekeepers’ Quarterly magazine. The matter may be raised in a future publication, in respect of seeking 

information about how other countries have addressed this. It was agreed to raise the matter as an item on the 

next SWBKF agenda. Anne Rowberry, BBKA Chair, advised that she had raised the matter at a Bee Health 

Advisory Forum; there was little enthusiasm for the topic because of the problems of enforcement and 

monitoring.  

Report on online training sessions for BBKA Virtual ADM 2021  

A number of SWBKF representatives had attended training sessions. It was generally felt that the sessions had 

been helpful, and that the ADM could be run effectively on the proposed lines. Potential problem areas were  

• raising of points of order: can only be done on the ‘chat’ facility and there is a time lag  

• no facility for proxy voting (Anne Rowberry advised that this is being addressed)  

• need to use 2 screens – one for the voting link and one for the meeting attendance (Anne Rowberry 

advised that using a mobile phone for the voting link is a good alternative). 

• no direct switch of numbers between delegate and membership votes, which gives delegates the 

opportunity to change their minds between the two (Anne Rowberry advised that the Constitution 

provides for a second vote for a members’ vote, so a simple switch between the two is not an option at 

present)  

 

2021 ADM – Nominations  

Information on nominations is available on the BBKA website.  
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www.thebeeshop.co.uk 
Quality Beekeeper Clothing At Affordable Prices 

Full Suits, Smocks, Bee Vests & Veils  
Full adult suit - £55 (with free postage) 

From Somerset 
Email: michaeljohnduckett@gmail.com 

 

There are four nominations for the Executive Committee and four vacancies, and this year the voting for Trustees 

will be by postal vote (by delegates) before the ADM.  

In respect of the Exam Board there are three vacancies for a 3-year term and two vacancies for a 2-year term, and 

only three nominations. Voting will be by postal vote (by delegates) before the ADM.  

In practice therefore all nominees will be elected, providing they get one vote each.  

2021 ADM - Propositions  

Information on propositions is available on the BBKA website: https://www.bbka.org.uk/bbka-adm 

With particular regard to the ADM, the following comment was received from Ivor Davis, who was unable to 

attend the meeting and sent his apologies:  

‘I thought the propositions were very inward looking - all about voting and constitution. BBKA really needs to think 

about beekeeping and how to sway the government to support healthier beekeeping. There is so much on 

education, imports and using fewer chemicals that needs to be done!"  

Any other business  

• Cornwall BKA representative: in respect of related individuals working for the BBKA, there is no published 

‘connected persons policy’ which Mark Hoult understood had been agreed and should have been 

implemented. Anne Rowberry (BBKA) agreed to follow this up  

• Somerset BKA representative Richard Bache introduced the idea of rolling out the use of Zoom BBKA 

module study groups, as currently being used in Somerset and West Cornwall, across the SWBKF region; 

representatives were asked to give this some consideration  

• mention was made during the meeting to Thomas Seeley’s article on Darwinian Beekeeping, which first 

appeared in the American Bee Journal in March 2017. A copy of the article is available at https://

www.naturalbeekeepingtrust.org/darwinian-beekeeping  

and there are a number of YouTube videos available.  

Date of next meeting  

The next SWBKF meeting will be on 2nd February 2021 and will be conducted on Zoom. Suggested agenda items to 

date are:  

• Lynne Ingram has agreed to give a presentation on Honey Adulteration (Dorset)  

• Beekeeper registration - what happens in other countries? (Cornwall)  

• Beekeeper education across the region (Somerset)  

Liz Rescorla,  Secretary Dorset BKA, Representative to SWBKF  

https://www.bbka.org.uk/bbka-adm
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Asian hornet report  

 

We had two reported notifications of Asian hornets in 2020, and these were both in Hampshire.  

The first was found in the Gosport area and was confirmed as a case of a single hornet found within a bait trap, 

thus proving that these traps work. My view is that this single hornet had hitched-hiked on a ferry and made its 

short hop from the ship over to the Gosport side of Portsmouth harbour. There has been no evidence to support 

my theory, but it is entirely possible.  But it also reminds us of the case in 2019 of a hornet found on the SS 

Barfleur that had departed from Poole en- route to Cherbourg. The theory behind this sighting was that the 

hornet had boarded the ferry in France and possibly had  made a few crossings before being discovered. My 

understanding is that the traps set  within the Gosport area by the NBU did not result in any additional hornets 

being found and thus indicating that a nest had not been established .  A lone female worker would be unlikely to 

have created a nest.  

The  second sighting was on farmland just north of Southampton which did lead to a nest being found. Hornets 

had been seen feeding off apples in a fruit orchard. Tracking the hornets led to a nest being found a short 

distance away. In-line with the NBU policy, the nest was destroyed under the cover of darkness to ensure that all 

the hornets were caught. Dorset received a call from the Regional Bee Inspector in relation to the finds and we 

offered support and resources if they were needed. 

Mark White 
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Dorchester  & Weymouth BKA 
 

I imagine most of us are saying, “thank goodness 2020 is over”.  It has been a very frustrating year.  Like other 
associations we were not able to give our beginners a proper course, invite them to socials to meet other 
members or participate in events.  It must have been very dispiriting to be a new beekeeper in 2020, being 
enthusiastic, as beginners are, but not able to actually get to grips with beekeeping.  Having said that, I know a 
lot of our members have participated in all the webinars, online talks and lectures that have been passed to us.  
It does help but it is not the same as getting your head down into a hive. 

We have had some ‘firsts’ – first outdoor committee meeting back in September, first committee meeting by 
Zoom in December and we will be holding our AGM by Zoom on 14th January. 

We are planning a beginners course, hopeful that we can start it in late spring /early summer but in the 
meantime we may do some sessions earlier by Zoom. 

Beekeepers are generally an optimistic group of people as we always tend to move on from bad seasons, low 
honey harvests and erratic weather. So, possibly we are well placed to look forward to 2021 and meeting up in 
shows, events, socials and apiary meetings again.  

Meanwhile if you can find room for one of these plants in your garden you will be doing bees generally a favour. 

Sally Leslie 
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Mahonia   

One of the best flowering plants at this 
time of year and a good source of food for 
bees.  I’ve seen bumble bees on it only a 

few days ago.   

Hellebore 

Winter honeysuckle   

(Lonicera Fragrantissima) 
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East Dorset BKA 

Our Zoom-hosted AGM in October produced a good turn-out and a new committee: 

Chair: Ivor Kemp 

Vice Chair: Karen Cadman 

Secretary: Jenny Wellman 

Membership Secretary: Rich Greening 

Treasurer: Chris Williams 

Apiary Manager: Robin Oliver 

Honey Show Secretary: Margaret Hutchings 

Training Officer: Jude Hayward 

Asian Hornet Officer: Mark White 

General: Clive Hutchings 

Along with the usual reports we were entertained by a video highlighting this season compiled by Mark White 
which was a remarkable production given the circumstances of this year. 

The association has been holding all of its committee meetings on Zoom and we have mastered this application; it 
seems a normal event now in our monthly calendar. However, nothing can replace the company of fellow 
members as well as the tea, coffee and biscuits that are a staple diet of such gatherings! 

We will continue to hold our winter meetings by Zoom which include a talk on The Garden, Forage and Bees by 
long-term beekeeper and Pharmaceutical Consultant Pam Hunter on 29 January. 25 February sees a presentation 
by Dr Tak Chin, Allergy Consultant at Southampton Hospital who will talk to us about Allergies and Anaphylactic 
Shock. Both meetings start at 7.30pm and any Dorset beekeeper wishing to attend should contact  Jenny 
Wellman (jenny@jenny32.plus.com) 

Our beginners’ training course goes ahead, also remotely, in February and March. Mark White will lead on this 
over six weeks commencing on 1st February and then we hope to be able to follow up with four apiary training 
sessions later in the spring in more “normal” times. We have a had a very good uptake for this course. 

Our new Apiary Manager, Robin Oliver, plans a re-design of the layout of our hives as well as some exciting new 
ventures beginning in 2021. We have already invested in new equipment for the coming seasons.  

Continuing to be a great success are our What’s App groups which were deliberately set up at the beginning of 
Lockdown 1 to keep members in touch with each other. We run one for experienced members and another for 
new members. Both are very useful for getting an immediate answer to a problem (although this answer may 
differ!) and the latter group is wonderful for reminding trainees about training sessions and posting additional 
information that has come up in a session and which supplements the course. 

And finally, we plan a re-vamp of our website in the coming months which is long overdue. So, in light of this and 
the other exciting ventures listed above, although this has been a torrid year for meeting our members, we feel 
that exciting times lie ahead. 

Ivor Kemp 
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North Dorset BKA 

(www.northdorsetbeekeepers.org.uk) 

Blandford and Sturminster BKA have had a small revolution - as you can see, we have a new name!  We are the 

only beekeeping organisation covering North Dorset since the demise of the Shaftesbury and Gillingham BKA and 

we feel that it is appropriate that our name reflects this. In addition, we have also applied to the Charity 

Commission to become a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO) which means we will become  a registered 

charity – which is a status that has been adopted by many other BKAs in the country, since its introduction in 2016. 

It made sense to make both changes at the same time.  The name change and the new constitution were both 

agreed at a Zoom online  Special General Meeting of the members, held on  11 December 2020. 

As our AGM is normally combined with a social event (a truly delicious hot supper, with wine, for all present – 

cooked by the committee) and this was clearly not possible under the autumn lock-down restrictions, the 

committee decided to circulate the usual reports to all members, but to postpone the committee elections and the 

social event until March—our fingers are firmly crossed! 

Though workable, our current apiary site is unsatisfactory in a number of ways and we want to lease some land on 

a long-term basis so that these deficiencies can be corrected.  In order to do this the association needs to have its 

own legal identity, which a CIO provides. Currently, we are in discussion with Dorset Council about a particular plot 

and the council is considering what to offer us in terms of the length of the lease.  But even if turns out not to be 

what we want, we shall have CIO status and can approach another landowner for something similar.  When we 

have agreed a satisfactory lease we will have to obtain planning permission and then raise money to build a decent 

teaching apiary: that means fund raising. The change of name should be helpful in this; “Blandford and 

Sturminster” may mean something in the south west, but in the wider world North Dorset is much more easily 

recognised. Geoff Buckland has designed an apiary building that includes a classroom, a bee-proof (we hope!)  

observation area, an extracting room, a kitchen, a workshop and storage facilities, all with disabled access. The 

project will take some time to be built but when completed it will meet the needs of a wide variety of beekeepers 

and learners in the future. 

Meanwhile, we have received the welcome news from the organisers of the Gillingham and Shaftesbury Show that 

they expect to run further Food and Craft Fairs in the coming year and will invite us to run a stall selling honey and 

other hive products.  More importantly, perhaps, and equally welcome is their statement that they will offer us a 

decent amount of space at the main show in August to set up and run “a bee area”.  The show plans are still Covid 

dependent, but this  gives us something to work on. 

On a more immediate and practical note, the bees in the association’s  apiary are being checked regularly by a 

rostered team of volunteers, who report on their findings and actions on a spreadsheet which goes to all team 

members; thus an inspection history is built up and everyone knows the current situation. Geoff Buckland and 

Gordon Grant treated the hives for varroa at the beginning of January and  therefore we hope that all hives will  be 

in good order when spring arrives. 

Lesley Gasson 

http://www.northdorsetbeekeepers.org.uk
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Sherborne BKA 

It is with great sadness that we announce the death of Tom Wood who has been a member of the Sherborne 

Beekeepers Association since its inception.  He and his great friend Edward Gunner were among the founder 

members and were both effectively running the association for many years. Tom was very much in favour of making 

the association a club which would encourage young beekeepers to develop their skills and keep a hive of their 

own.  He was also keen to provide a body of members who would encourage and assist new and older beekeepers 

alike.  He was a committee member for many years and as time passed, he encouraged others to take over and 

eventually run the association themselves.  We were fortunate that in the early years he was instrumental in 

providing a small teaching apiary which was a great encouragement for the new members.   Tom was a kind and 

helpful man who was keen to share his knowledge with others – an example to all of us. 

We approached our members about winter talks via Zoom and had only one reply, so we abandoned that idea! 

We held our AGM via Zoom and the committee remains the same for 2021. The apiary is in good shape, three 

strong hives going into the winter, so we will have something to work with in the Spring when we are teaching an 

Introductory to Beekeeping Course starting on 8th March 2021 via Zoom, unless otherwise allowed. Hopefully we 

will have a number of beekeepers join us at the apiary next year. 

Judy Easdale 
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This year has been a testing one for us beekeepers in West Dorset.  The teaching apiary visits have been all 

postponed due to the Covid-19, which has been a great shame, but hopefully later in 2021 we will be able to rectify 

that for the students of 2020 and 2021 to come and handle the bees, plus see our new cabins, which are great. We 

hope also to see some of our members at some point.  

Four of us have managed the eight colonies throughout the year. We have completed the varroa treatments in mid

– December with Api-Bioxal. Some still had a little brood lurking and we opened up the cells so the treatment could 

get in to attack the mites. Sadly, we have had some very high drops of mites this autumn.  We have fed fondant to 

a few colonies too. So, fingers crossed, they should all survive the winter. 

Our AGM and committee meetings have all been held on Zoom, which proved to have been very successful and 

fun. Thanks go to Peter Crabbe and Steve Potts for setting them up for us.  Sally Boxall has become our Chair for 

the next three years, taking over from Caroline Dilke who did a splendid job. We have two new committee 

members, Deborah Childs and Mike Jury. We all wish them well in their new roles. We said goodbye and thanks to 

Terry Knight who was an active committee member, who arranged all of our bulk orders. We have twisted Peter 

Crabbe’s arm to take on this role, as well as being our new Vice Chairman. 

Monthly newsletters are still on the go, but with fewer articles sadly, due to the situation at present.  Sarah More, 

who has written her thought-provoking “Ramblings” for the last  eight years, has decided to hang up her bee pen, 

but not her bees. I am sure we would all like to thank Sarah so much for the articles, as we all know she is so 

passionate about her bees and bee health, plus getting beekeepers to expand their knowledge by going to events 

and listening to lectures live or online. I have a sneaking suspicion that there will be the occasional article!  

Roll on summer 2021 when hopefully we will be back to some normality. Looking back over the year, we have been 

lucky to be allowed to tend to our bees and collect several swarms, which gave us the opportunity to get out and 

about. Honey sales have been good too!  I am sure that when possible we in West Dorset will have a big bee get-

together! 

Happy New Year   

Carole Brown 

West Dorset BKA 

MAISEMORE APIARIES 
Readers may wish to note that owing  to  

the cancellation of this year’s beekeeping exhibitions,  

Maismore will be offering items for sale  on their website 

from 13 March onwards  
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Honey Adulteration 
 
This is a subject which is regularly discussed in beekeeping circles.  It was on the agenda at the South West Beekeepers’ 
Forum (SWBKF) in September 2019, when it was agreed that the BBKA should have a role in raising public awareness about 
the problem.  
 
Dorset BKA Council considered the question of honey adulteration on 16 September 2020 and requested follow up by SWBKF; 
it was agreed that it will be an item on the meeting scheduled for February 2021. 
 
Lynne Ingram, Master Beekeeper with Somerset BKA, gave a presentation on honey adulteration following Devon BKA’s AGM 
on 12 December; the following notes are from Lynne’s talk and the subsequent discussion. 
 
Lynne began by setting out the key characteristics of food fraud, according to the European Commission, as 
 

• violation of law 

• intentionality 

• committed for economic gain 

• resulting in disappointment for the consumer 
 
This was followed by a reference to the definition of honey in the Honey (England) Regulations 2015: 
 
... “honey” means the natural sweet substance produced by Apis mellifera bees from the nectar of plants or from secretions of 
living parts of plants or excretions of plant-sucking insects on the living parts of plants which the bees collect, transform by 
combining with specific substances of their own, deposit, dehydrate, store and leave in honeycombs to ripen and mature  
 
Honey fraud is a criminal and intentional act committed to obtain economic gain by selling a product that is not up to 
standard, and apparently is the third biggest food fraud, after milk and olive oil.  This may be due in part to an increasing 
demand for what is perceived as a ‘natural’ product, as well as rising production costs. 
 
There are a number of ways in which honey can be deliberately adulterated: 
 

• dilution with syrup from 

 corn or cane (easier to detect) 

 other sources such as beet, potato, rice, wheat, cassava (more difficult to detect) 

• use of unripe honey: this is common practice in China; the water content is then artificially reduced and the 
honey is resin filtered, the pollen content may be manipulated and syrup added 

• use of resin filters to remove residues/change the colour of the honey 

• feeding of syrup during the flow 

• masking the geographical and/or botanical origin of the honey by manipulating the composition, including 
pollen 

Some sites, such as Alibaba.com sell syrup for making honey which is advertised as suitable for passing tests intended to 
detect adulteration. 
 
Honey laundering means that substandard honey is exported, for example from China to Vietnam, Cyprus, Portugal or other 
European countries, where it is packed and labelled to conceal its origin.  Inadequate detection methods and abundant cheap 
resources for easy adulteration make this difficult to stop. 
 
Some test methods cannot detect some types of sugars used in adulteration; Nuclear Magnetic Resonance (NMR) 
Spectroscopy can detect over 40 unnatural substances, but needs a data base of pure honeys to compare samples with; 
identification of Syrup Markers using High Resolution Mass Spectrometry (LC-HRMS) is quite sensitive.  The best approach 
appears to be the use of a combination of methods targeting a range of markers. 
 
According to Lynne the UK imports around 40,000 tonnes of honey at the lowest prices, and the cost of testing means that 
comparatively few tests are done. 
 
Damaging effects of honey adulteration may include 
 

• undercutting prices for pure local honey 

• damaging consumer confidence in honey quality 

• making it more difficult for beekeepers to make a living from production of pure honey 
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• adverse effect on bee stocks if beekeepers leave the craft, and long term adverse effects on pollination 

• long term harmful effects from consuming adulterated honey 
 
In February 2020 Copa-Cogeca, united voice of farmers and agri-cooperatives in the EU, published a Position Paper on the 
European Honey Market setting out an action plan which suggested short, mid and long term strategies for addressing ‘ ... 
the untenable competition European honey is having to endure, in the form of increasing imports of products being sold as 
“honey” at rock-bottom prices from third countries, particularly China and Ukraine.’ 
 
There appears to be no clear UK strategy to address problems of honey adulteration and honey authenticity.  It is not known 
how Brexit will affect the situation.  The BBKA has not published a statement regarding its position on honey adulteration, 
and Lynne did not know the position of the Bee Farmers’ Association. 
 
During the discussion that followed Lynne’s talk, it was agreed that beekeepers should press for action at national, regional 
and local level.  SWBKF will follow the matter up with the BBKA and can give consideration to regional and national 
initiatives. 
 
At local level it was felt that all associations and beekeepers can take action in the following ways: 
 

• making the public more aware of honey adulteration and authenticity issues  

• actively promoting pure local honey as a premium product and explaining why it should be regarded as such 

• explaining to the public why pure local honey can be so varied, in contrast to the standardisation of shop 
bought honey 

• having discussions locally about standards of production and presentation of local honey.  There was general 
agreement that honey for sale should be of a standard suitable for showing, and that the principal value of 
showing is that the preparation and experience involved refines the knowledge and skills to produce a quality 
product 

• learning how to produce a quality product – through experience, learning from other beekeepers who produce 
quality honey, talks, demonstrations, honey shows and showing.  BBKA Module 2 covers every aspect of the 
production of quality local honey for sale and showing; the syllabus is available on the BBKA website, and the 
BBKA also offers a correspondence course to support study for the module 

• beginners courses offer an early opportunity to highlight the importance of producing quality local honey for 
sale and to confirm local association standards 

 
 
Liz Rescorla 
County Sec 
13 December 2020 

Quiet Corner Farm, Henstridge 

 has an extensive apple orchard  for producing apple juice, which is sold locally; 

 they have always had hives in their orchard, but the previous beekeeper has now retired; 

 they are therefore seeking replacement bees. 

If interested, please contact Peter Thompson 01963 363045 or hilarycholo@yahoo.co.uk 
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What stores are in my hive ? 

Earlier in the year I thought I’d have a go at working out an easy way to weigh a hive, to 

give a more accurate measure of winter stores than hefting.  I’m fortunate in that all 

my hives are identical, being Nationals configured as brood and a half. I planned to use 

a set of 50kg suitcase scales which can be purchased online for about £5. I chose a type 

with the display on the top of the handle rather than on the side as this makes it easier 

to read when lifting. The scales can be set to kg or lbs.  

 

 

 

It’s impractical to try to lift a full hive completely off the ground to 

weigh it, so I needed to find a way it could be done in a similar way to 

hefting.  I started by setting up a hive comprising an open mesh floor, 

a brood box and super (both filled with frames of drawn comb), 

dummy boards, and a crown board. To get the true weight of the 

hive I weighed it using the scales, lifting the whole thing off the 

ground. 

I then placed the hive on a stand and hooked the scales under the 

floor at the back so I could lift the back up and pivot on the front of 

the hive stand. The floor is open at the back which does away with 

the need to add any brackets or hooks to attach the scales. You only need to lift the back of the hive about an inch 

to get a good reading.  

I loaded the hive with various weights and although there are some 

slight variations due to weight distribution I worked out that a 

multiplier of 2.2 seemed to work. You can weigh each side in turn 

and add them together but this doubles the effort and you need 

brackets or some way of affixing the scales to the hive, unlike just 

tilting it from the back. 

I calculated that my hives with bees would weigh between 28lbs and 

30lbs.  You are aiming for around 40lbs of stores for winter. So taking 

the scales weight, multiplying by 2.2 and subtracting the empty hive 

weight of 30lbs should give the weight of stores. 

 

To weigh my hives I remove the roof and take it back to what it was when I originally 

weighed it. i.e. floor, brood box, super, and crown board.  So, if the above the weight 

is 27.8lbs, multiply by 2.2 = 61.16lbs, subtract the empty hive weight of 30lbs.  This 

gives a weight of stores of 31.16lbs.  

I think this gives a reasonably accurate indicator and is also good for comparing one 

hive to the others. It is also very quick. Typically when I am feeding in the autumn I 

just work out what the scales reading needs to be and feed till I reach that. i.e. if I 

want 40 lbs of stores then the total hive weight would be 70lbs (stores plus empty 

hive weight) so my scales reading needs to be 31.8lbs ( 70 lbs/2.2). 

Gordon Grant 
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Locked down? …....have you listened / watched ? 
At the SWBKF meeting on 1 December the following were mentioned as worth a look:   

1)  Insectageddon: BBC Sounds Apocalypse How Episode 2 Insectageddon https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/
m000pw89 

 Could our food supplies be at risk from a worldwide decline in pollinating insects? Much attention has been focused 
on honey bees, but bees are farmed species and their numbers are largely determined by the activities of beekeepers. 
Other wild pollinators could be at greater risk. In fact, by trying to protect honey bees, legislators may have made the 
situation worse for other insects, and reduced food security. Moreover, the majority of the world's crops do not rely 
on insects for pollination. And yet, long term data does seem to suggest that insect numbers are declining and that 
eventually the loss of biodiversity will have serious knock-on effects. Jolyon Jenkins tries to disentangle the competing 
claims [Intro on the BBC Sounds website) 

 2)  Tom Seeley on Darwinian Beekeeping 

 Darwinian Beekeeping is the final chapter in Tom Seeley’s book The Lives of Bees.  He also wrote an article entitled 
Darwinian Beekeeping: an evolutionary approach to apiculture which first appeared in the American Bee Journal in 
March 2017.  The article is reproduced on the Natural Beekeeping Trust website at  

https://www.naturalbeekeepingtrust.org/darwinian-beekeeping 

Seeley proposes that bee-keepers use knowledge about wild populations to change how they practise their craft. He 
calls for “Darwinian beekeeping”, modelled after Darwinian medicine, which posits that mismatches between the 
current environment and the environment to which an organism originally adapted diminish the organism’s fitness. 
For Seeley, this relates mainly to the differences between life in a bee tree and life in a beehive, especially in the 
northeastern United States. His practical suggestions amount to a “kinder and gentler” approach that takes 
advantage of bees’ natural tendency to adapt to their local environment, and minimizes disruption to the natural 
architecture of their nests. 

[Review: Gene Robinson 02 July 2019]  https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-02043-3 

 Liz Rescorla 

BBKA module exams in 2021 
As you might have read in the January edition of BBKA News, written examinations will not be available next spring 
because of Covid-19 restrictions, although it is hoped that they will be possible in November. 

However, the BBKA will offer on-line exams instead on 24th April (for up to two modules) in a format identical to the 
present written exams.  If you want to take part on-line your computer will naturally need to be fitted with a web 
cam with internet access.  Training on the system will be offered on 20th and 21st March, with an opportunity for a 
mock exam to ensure you are comfortable with the process. 

Those candidates who have already submitted an application and expressed an interest in taking the exams on-line 
have been registered with the BBKA exam board, so no further action is needed by you. 

If you have not previously submitted an application but now wish to take part, please note that the closing date has 
been brought forward to 31st January and it would be advisable to submit an application in good time to avoid 
disappointment.  The form is available from me or it can be down loaded from the BBKA's website, but in either 
case payment should be made direct to the BBKA by telephone (02476 696 679) who will provide a receipt number 
for the application form which can then be sent to them by email (sarah.snelson@bbka.org.uk). 

Applications should be copied to me please. 

The application fee remains unchanged at £30.00 per module for 2021.  If anyone has any questions concerning the 
exams I will be happy to help. 

Terry Payne 

twpayne@btopenworld.com 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m000pw89
https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m000pw89
https://www.naturalbeekeepingtrust.org/darwinian-beekeeping
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-019-02043-3
mailto:sarah.snelson@bbka.org.uk
mailto:twpayne@btopenworld.com
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Beekeeping Videos part 3 

(First published in April 2020) 

This is the third article in the Beekeeping Videos series. Clickable links are still in use and the list of similar 

videos continues to be interesting. 

This issue's beginner beekeeper's video is https://youtu.be/_BBk1k5-qmg : Getting Started in Beekeeping 3: 

Late Summer and Early Autumn. Stewart includes a timely varroa and disease check reminder. There is also a 

reminder of his playlist of videos for beginner beekeepers or those who are considering starting to keep bees. 

If you are one of those who decide to start beekeeping soon then you might enjoy Stewart's short video at 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fl3yWIPf9-I on how to establish a new apiary. 

For the more experienced who are interested in queen rearing try https://youtu.be/xnNtR7GjJvA : Queen 

Rearing – this video discusses different methods of rearing queens. 

Those who are interested in Tom Seeley's writings may like Honeybee Democracy at https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=fRj9n7Vma48  Tom is a well known professor of neurobiology and behaviour, 

and in  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JnnjY823e-w he reviews the history of behavioural studies of 

foraging honeybees and explains the process by which swarming honeybees choose a new home. This was his 

November 17, 2011 lecture to Cornell Association. 

If you are interested in what is coming to be called Darwinian beekeeping, then you might like Tom's video on 

the subject of using wild colonies of bees because they have been chosen by natural selection in that they are 

still alive without artificial help. Tom's video on finding a wild colony of honey bees is at https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=-fCwoZwPilo 

If you are replacing wax to improve hive hygiene, perhaps using Shook Swarm or Bailey comb exchange then 

you may be interested in https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dUc8_bz7oH0 which describes melting and 

filtering wax – you can either filter which is only slightly more expensive or do multiple meltings which needs 

more fuel so is not much cheaper. The video describes the use of US filter cones, but you can buy similar ones 

from Amazon.co.uk - a Vogue CN956 will cost £15.74 and a pack of 50 CN958 filter cones will costs £18.44 . 

Swarm control using the Demaree method is described in a short 'schematic' video at https://youtu.be/

mQ6CE8nCbHQ and a much more discursive version at https://youtu.be/d1tnjND8GXg  

Beekeepers frequently check for diseases. Stewart's video Adult Honeybee Diseases at https://youtu.be/

_ECRct51DlQ shows how to watch for disease, especially nosema, the acarine mite and  varroa; also, it shows 

what  chronic bee paralysis looks like. 

At this time of year many beekeepers are doing their best to stop colonies from swarming. In that situation it 

is important to know whether a queen cell is for swarming or supersedure. If the bees want to supersede the 

queen then it would be a mistake to stop them. This is one of those decisions that you want to get right. In 

https://youtu.be/8zSrClXxeZk  there is an exploration of the difference and how you might tell.  

The sudden appearance of a lot of unexpected drone cells is sometimes taken to be a sign that the bees are 

thinking of swarming, but finding the queen is, as ever, useful because the behaviour of the queen might give 

you information on which to make a decision. In https://youtu.be/wNRyTpSFcmA there is a clear example of a 

supersedure cell. This video also shows good use of hive records. 

And finally a heart-warming video of a swarm descending to its new home https://vimeo.com/348067592  

Chris Harwood 

https://youtu.be/_BBk1k5-qmg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Fl3yWIPf9-I
https://youtu.be/xnNtR7GjJvA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fRj9n7Vma48
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fRj9n7Vma48
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JnnjY823e-w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-fCwoZwPilo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-fCwoZwPilo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dUc8_bz7oH0
https://youtu.be/mQ6CE8nCbHQ
https://youtu.be/mQ6CE8nCbHQ
https://youtu.be/d1tnjND8GXg
https://youtu.be/_ECRct51DlQ
https://youtu.be/_ECRct51DlQ
https://youtu.be/8zSrClXxeZk
https://youtu.be/wNRyTpSFcmA
https://vimeo.com/348067592
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Beekeeping Videos—part 4 

(first published in July 2020) 

This is the fourth and last article in the beekeeping videos series. A number of new videos are appearing as people 

have recorded webinars via Zoom meetings during the Lockdown. 

The fourth video for beginners is Getting Started in Beekeeping : the beekeeping Year Part 4 at https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=PVnKppku3-8  This talks about the late autumn and winter period and considers food 

stores, treatments and pest protection and repairing and maintaining your equipment. 

In https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pxv2pcOaRm4  we look at dealing with a colony that has started to 

misbehave. This is current for me because as is common knowledge bees and horses often do not mix well and my 

bees have started stinging my neighbouring horse owner. Unfortunately, the Winnie the Pooh saying is often true: 

“It's angry bees that make the most honey". In this video Stuart removes the queen and introduces a new one. 

If, like me, you find locating the queen difficult, you might find https://youtu.be/eSe3-8lIUgg  useful. Paul also 

demonstrates caging a queen once you have found her. 

As you develop your apiary you will need less help from "outside". In https://youtu.be/nznzpiWEI8A  Mike Palmer  

describes “the sustainable apiary”.   

https://youtu.be/yw1hPeYw-VY  is a top-bar hive review by Phil Chandler. As a result of this and Tom Seeley's book 

I now have a top bar hive (£162 complete from Thornes) and am practising  Darwinian beekeeping. 

Swarming should be largely over for this year, although it did start late in some areas and there have been swarms 

reported even recently. The vertical split is a swarm prevention method but is also used to break the mite cycle (a 

very effective part of integrated pest management) and to increase the number of colonies. If you don't want 

more colonies you can always merge the two halves later. The video is https://youtu.be/NP6psd0T8Js  

For the adventurous https://youtu.be/fBxATFjDlBA  describes raising queen bees. The video describes finding 

larvae of the proper age, the equipment you will need, finding suitable larvae, grafting and mating. Be warned 

though: you will need to find homes for all the new queens. 

Then, once everything is going well, someone will discover bees where they don't want them. My neighbour loves 

the fact that there are bees in the void between the internal and external walls of her house, but many do not! 

Some people find bees in the attic, and if they don't find a willing beekeeper are likely to call the exterminator. 

https://youtu.be/YxTCqE-YWKg entitled Honey Bees in the Ceiling is an encouraging video about removing them 

from where they are not wanted. 

As the active part of the beekeeping year starts to come to a close at the end of the month, you may want to 

consider your preparations for next year in terms of the equipment needed for changing the wax in the brood 

frames. Some just replace a third of the frames each year, but others use shook swarm or Bailey comb change, 

particularly if there have been problems with varroa or its resulting diseases. In https://youtu.be/P4HtEIoe_rg 

Stuart demonstrates shook swarm and in https://youtu.be/H8BwnPTas8k the Bailey comb change. Dave Cushman 

says that the Bailey Comb Change is not as inherently “clean” as the shook swarm, but it is less traumatic for the 

bees. 

Chris Harwood 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PVnKppku3-8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PVnKppku3-8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pxv2pcOaRm4
https://youtu.be/eSe3-8lIUgg
https://youtu.be/nznzpiWEI8A
https://youtu.be/yw1hPeYw-VY
https://youtu.be/NP6psd0T8Js
https://youtu.be/fBxATFjDlBA
https://youtu.be/YxTCqE-YWKg
https://youtu.be/P4HtEIoe_rg
https://youtu.be/H8BwnPTas8k
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Recommended reading for new beekeepers 
(first published in April 2019) 

 

Previous articles have discussed several books which every new beekeeper should consider adding to their 
library but I do not mean to exclude others (and there are many) which are worth discovering for yourself. 

A little research on-line will be worthwhile and of course the BBKA themselves have a list of recommended 
books for every level of ability. 

In addition, if you have read some of those I have suggested, you might be ready to look further afield 
particularly if you want to think about the modules and want to add to your Library’s variety; the Green 
and Orange books by Yates will have given you a sound foundation. 

 

With that in mind, there are two books by Celia Davis which I have found very helpful. 

They are ‘The Honey Bee Inside Out’ and ‘The Honey Bee Around and About’ 

The first, as you might imagine from its title, addresses the biology and behaviour of the bee while the 
second is wider ranging dealing with disease, raising queens, foraging and a myriad of activity by the bee as 
it gets on with its job. 

Celia declares that her intention with both books was to make them readable and accessible to the non-
scientist but at the same time to make them relevant to the BBKA examinations. 

Those aims have, for me, been achieved and they both deserve a place on the beekeepers bookshelf, 
whether or not you plan to take any exams at all. 

Published by Bee Craft Ltd they are usually available at a discount when both are bought together. 

 

If you have read the examples I have given in these articles and still want to read more, then you are 
probably already into the module exams where more advanced books are going to be necessary to help 
your progress and you are no longer ‘new’ to beekeeping. 

Snodgrass and Dade are names that speak for themselves in the world of beekeeping and both are well 
worth buying to help you for the later stages of the exams if that is your aim. 

They were both written long ago but Dade in particular has been updated and, in any case, the principles 
and biological facts described endure. 

You could also look out for the Illustrated Encyclopedia of Beekeeping’ Edited by Roger Morse and Ted 
Hooper.  

I believe it is now out of print but can be found second hand in specialist book shops on-line. 

The encyclopedia format allows you to look up and cross reference any item of interest to give you an 
insight to a question without having to plough through a lot of books. 

 

I hope that my suggestions – or at least some of them- have been of interest or use to you and I hope that 
you will continue to read and learn from those authors as well as from your own practical experiences for 
which there is no real substitute. 

 

Terry Payne 
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On-line talks 

January 2021 

Tuesday 19th January at 7:30pm 
Bedordshire Beekeepers Association have a talk on "Chronic Bee Paralysis" by Theodora Commandeur. Tickets 
are available at Eventbrite. 

Thursday 21 January at 7.00pm 

Somerset Beekeepers Association.  Graham Royle NDB will be talking about Microscopy for Beekeepers.   

Tickets from Eventbrite 

 

Wednesday January 27th at 7:00pm 
Cambridgeshire Beekeepers Association have a talk on "Bees and Beeswax- the gold of the medieval world" by Dr 
Alex Sapoznik . Tickets are available on Eventbrite. 

Friday 29th January at 7.30pm 

East Dorset BKA.  a talk on The Garden, Forage and Bees by long-term beekeeper and Pharmaceutical Consultant 
Pam Hunter.  Any Dorset beekeeper wishing to attend should contact  Jenny Wellman (jenny@jenny32.plus.com) 

 

February 2021  
Wednesday February 10th at 7:00pm 
Cambridgeshire Beekeepers have a lecture on "Diagnosing Queen Problems"  by Dr David Tarpy. Tickets available 
at Eventbrite. 

Saturday February 13th at 7:00pm 
Somerset Beekeepers have a lecture by Tom Seeley on "Darwinian Beekeeping".  Tickets are available 
on Eventbrite. 

Monday February 15th at 7:00pm 

Beecraft and the Central Association of Beekeepers are hosting two lectures on Honey Sources and Pollination 

Improvements. Tickets available at Eventbrite. 

 

Wednesday February 24th at 7:00pm 

Cambridgeshire Beekeepers have a lecture on "Preparing for the beekeeping year ahead"  by Stewart  Spinks of 

the Norfolk Honey Company. Tickets available at Eventbrite. 

Thursday 25th February at 7.30pm. 

East Dorset BKA.  A presentation by Dr Tak Chin, Allergy Consultant at Southampton Hospital, who will talk about 
Allergies and Anaphylactic Shock. Any Dorset beekeeper wishing to attend should contact  Jenny Wellman 
(jenny@jenny32.plus.com) 

 

General 

Somerset BKA has a programme of two online lectures per month.  Places can be reserved  with Eventbrite 
through the Somerset website. 

Eventbrite hosts a large number of beekeeping webinars  from around the world, some of which are free and  
which can be booked  at:  https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/d/online/beekeeping/ 

 

https://www.bedsbka.org.uk/event/chronic-bee-paralysis-virus-research-update-by-theodora-commandeur/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/chronic-bee-paralysisnot-another-virus-tickets-132993933435?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/diagnosing-queen-problems-is-it-the-queen-the-colony-both-or-neither-tickets-128624464235?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch
https://www.cbka.org.uk/talks-open-to-all/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/bees-and-beeswax-the-gold-of-the-medieval-world-tickets-128534160133?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch
https://www.cbka.org.uk/talks-open-to-all/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/diagnosing-queen-problems-is-it-the-queen-the-colony-both-or-neither-tickets-128624464235?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch
https://www.somersetbeekeepers.org.uk/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/tom-seeley-explores-darwinian-beekeeping-tickets-134314990753
https://www.bee-craft.com/
https://www.cabk.org.uk/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/bee-craft-cabk-lectures-honey-sources-pollination-improvements-tickets-128131273087?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch
https://www.cbka.org.uk/talks-open-to-all/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/preparing-for-the-beekeeping-year-ahead-tickets-129331990465?aff=ebdssbonlinesearch
mailto:https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/d/online/beekeeping/
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Who’s Who in the Dorset County Beekeepers’ Association 

President    Richard Norman 

Vice Presidents:  Ken Bishop, Mervyn Bown, Chris Slade 

 

Chair   Lesley Gasson,   lmgasson@btinternet.com  01258 861690  

 

Vice-chair  Trevor Ford   trevorlanners@gmail.com 
 

Secretary  Liz Rescorla,   winkyozz@uwclub.net   01305 889916 
 

Treasurer  Robert Camping,   yewcot@gmail.com    01202 849338   
 

Membership Ben Benjamin  chrisbenbenjamin@googlemail.com 
Secretary  
 

Education  Geoff Buckland,   geofbuckland@aol.com   01305 567950  
Officer 
 

Examinations  Terry Payne,   twpayne@btopenworld.com  01747 811251 
Secretary 
 

Honeycraft  Tim Villiers,    tim@familyvilliers.co.uk   01963 364384 
Editor 
 

Website   Stephen Potts   sbfpotts@gmail.com 
Manager      web site www.dorsetBKA.com 
 

Asian Hornet Mark White   markaj2000@hotmail.com  07747 620920 
Co-ordinator 
 

********* 

 

North Dorset Lesley Gasson  lmgasson@btinternet.com  01258 861690  
 

Dorchester & Sally Leslie    dwbkasecretary@gmail.com   01305 823043  

Weymouth 
 

East Dorset           Jenny Wellman  jenny@jenny32.plus.com  01202 873292     
 

Sherborne  Judy Easdale,   sherbornebee@hotmail.co.uk  01963 220984 
 

West Dorset  Carole Brown   secretary@westdorsetbees.org.uk  01308-456210   

 
  

********* 

 

Seasonal Bee  Kevin Pope     kevin.pope@apha.gov.uk   07775 119466 

Inspector 


